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Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 
For many of you the start of this school year probably yields many unanswered questions and 
maybe even some concerns.  Please know that first and foremost, we are excited about welcoming 
your child(ren) back to school.  Staff, on several occasions, mentioned how much they missed the 
kids.  May and June saw some families return and it was a welcomed feeling and sight to have kids 
back at the school.  Please note, that some of the procedures we had in place then will not change.  
For families who did not have children return, don’t worry!  As kids return on Thursday part of the 
role of them attending is to learn about our new practices, with a large focus being on keeping your 
child(ren) well-being at the forefront.   
 
What will Thursday look like? 
 
Primary students will attend from 8:30 -10:30 and Intermediate students will attend from 12:30-
2:30 on September 10th.  Kindergartens will have a different schedule and begin with a half day on 
the 15th.   
 
When you arrive your child’s name will be located on the ground in the cement area around the 
portable and west entrance of the school.  Your child and one adult from your household can find 
their name and wait until your child’s teacher directs you in.  This will be in place for both primary 
and intermediate groups. Please remember that we are adhering to physical distancing regulations.  
We ask that adults wear a mask.  The school will not be open for parents at this time.  Student will 
enter through the class door that leads outside.  As you may have read, we are operating in cohorts 
this year, which means that your child will be part of one cohort and will have minimal/no 
interaction with members of another.  Again, this is following guidelines from the province for 
health and safety purposes.  
 
You are welcome to send your child(ren)’s school supplies on this day. Please label their items and 
have a pencil case or container that they can keep supplies in.  Please also send a full one-liter 
bottle of water with your child and a snack that they can open on their own.   
 
 
 
 



What is important for you to know? 
 
Please read through the documents attached with this letter.  If your contact information (phone 
number, email, address) has changed please let Vicki know as soon as possible at 
vklassen@365.sd58.bc.ca or call the school at 250.378.2528. 
 
Health Screener: 
 
To maintain and ensure health and safety for all, it is the responsibility of parents to complete the 
attached health screener each morning with your child.  It is important that your child does not 
come to school if they present with any of the symptoms on the screener.  The Exposure Control 
Plan document outlines the steps we will take at school if your child or a staff member should 
become sick.  Attached is the Mandatory Protocol and Etiquette document for Elementary students.  
Please read through this.  
 
What will the on-going entrance routine look like? 
 
As students return to school, we are asking that children come accompanied by their parent and as 
close to the first bell as possible.  Apart from Thursday, September 10th, school begins at 8:30 a.m.   
 
Your support in arriving with your child(ren) for the first weeks will ensure and help us support with 
the morning routine.  As time goes on, we will still require that students come as close to the bell 
time as possible and move directly to their classroom line to wait.  
 
Students will be asked to line up, physically distanced while waiting to be let in.  The ground outside 
your child’s classroom door (entrance to the outdoors) will be marked with a painted symbol, much 
like you see elsewhere in the community.  We ask that only one parent or guardian attend and that 
you stay with your child until they enter the school if possible until the routine is in place. 
 
Your child’s teacher will greet them at the door and instruct them to come in and wash or sanitize 
their hands.  During this time, we are asking that parents do not congregate while/after your child 
has gone into their class.  We are abiding by provincial health regulations and maintain physical 
distancing between adults.  Staff member will be wearing masks regularly in the school during the 
day.  If you can please wear your mask during these times as will help “normalize” it for some of our 
students. 
 
What is happening at recess and lunch time? 
 
This year we will run two separate recess breaks and two lunch hours.  Your child will have these 
break with their cohort groupings.  The cohort will include the other students in the classroom and 
when outside, students from one or two other classes.  Your child will not be in a cohort of more 
than 60 other students/staff members as per guidelines.   
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Lunches will be eaten in class during the first 20 minutes.  There will be continued supervision as 
normal during this time.  Students will then proceed outside on instruction of a supervisor.  At this 
time, they will have a section on the playground that they will be asked to stay for their outside 
break time.   
 
We hope to continue our lunch program this year.  Please stay tuned to more information on this.  
There will be NO ability for students to heat up lunches or refrigerate food.  Student’s should be 
able to open all containers and wrappers that they are sent with. We will NOT supply utensils, so 
please make sure your child has what they need in the way of forks, spoons, and dishes.  
 
We will continue to ask that you support our recycling program at school and send food without 
wrappers whenever possible.  We will have recycling for juice boxes and compostable items; 
however, all other wrappers and plastic bags will be sent home.  We do not have the ability to 
recycle plastics etc, so our hope is this becomes a great home-school learning connection.   
 
Please send a full one-liter water bottle each day to school with your child.  The drinking fountains 
are currently unavailable and there will be limited use of water dispensers.  There will be instruction 
and guidance with this.   
 
If your child is going home for lunch, we need to be notified at the office and will require a note 
from you if this will be a regular occurrence.  They will be expected to leave as soon as the bell rings 
and not return until their scheduled lunch hour is over.   
 
What about school supplies?  
 
This year there will be no sharing of school supplies in the classroom.  Please make sure all supplies 
you send with your child(ren) are labelled and that they have a container (pencil case) where they 
can keep all loose items (pencils, pencil crayons etc).   
 
What will things be like in the hallways and with movement in the school? 
 
Entrance ways to the school will remain closed and locked apart from the west entrance for those in 
the portable to use.  Hallways will have supervision and instruction and reminders will be given to 
students.  This will include limited numbers in the bathroom at one time.  Hallway areas are marked 
with visual directions for students.  This is to support with flow of movement 
 
Will my child have access to the Library? 
 
The opportunity for your child to sign out books from the library will be available.   
 
What will the end of the day look like? 
 
School ends at 2:30 p.m.  At the end of the day students who are walking home will be expected to 
leave the school grounds and go home immediately.  Please explain this to your child.  If you are 



picking up your child, you can wait outside the door your child(ren) entered.  Please always maintain 
the required physical distancing from others and we would encourage you to wear your mask again.  
It is important that you go over this with your child(ren) as well.   
 
Other information:  
 
Your child will spend a great deal of time outdoors. Please make sure they are dressed for all types 
of weather and wear shoes that they can put on without help.  Teachers may also be doing off-site 
walking field trips, so runners are advised.  P.E. will take place outdoors at this time and will shift as 
the weather changes.  Once again, runners are advised.  Your teacher will advise when indoor shoes 
become necessary.   
 
We ask that you do not let your child bring toys, stuffies, or play items from home at this time.   
 
Bikes/Scooters/Skateboards – at this time we would like to request that students not come to 
school with these items.  Bikes especially become multi-touched items in the bike rack during breaks 
and cannot be cleaned properly.  At the same time, it is difficult to have student remain physically 
distanced during this time.  Please stay tuned as this will change as a procedure is planned.   
 
Classrooms will be set up following the required guidelines and will look different then what your 
child was/is accustomed to before leaving in March.  However, your child’s teacher will support 
providing what is necessary for engaging and fun learning opportunities.   
 
We are hoping student’s move through these changes with your support.  I welcome any question 
or clarification that you may need.  Please do not hesitate to send me an email at 
cmathieu@365.sd58.bc.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carmella Mathieu, Principal  


